Echinococcus granulosus ss in dog - A report in center-northern Portugal.
Routine parasitic control and health care of the dog is lacking in many Portuguese rural communities. Freely roaming and stray dogs are responsible for the maintenance of a permanent parasitic infection pressure, namely of zoonotic importance. Therefore, a good understanding of the epidemiology of Echinococcus granulosus including the transmission to man is of great significance to further the awareness within the rural populations and the local health authorities of this zoonotic parasite. This report aims at a better understanding of the epidemiology of Echinococcus granulosus in the Cantanhede region, located in the Central region of Portugal, through the necropsy of stray dogs. At the Official Veterinary Kennel of this Municipality, 105 stray dogs were studied for the presence of Echinococcus granulosus following the adult cestode recovery with necropsy procedure of the first third part of the small intestine. One dog revealed to be positive (1.05%) and the sampled Echinococcus were genotyped and identified as E. granulosus ss. As this genotype is widely spread and has been reported in different parts of the world, further work is necessary to be conducted in this and other regions of Portugal for a better understanding of E. granulosus epidemiology within the typical small rural farms where pig rearing plays an important economic role.